
Patrick Rand  FAIA, DPACSA, NCSU Architecture

Materials for Design 2 
As architecture  programs throughout the world break out of the classroom 
and adopt the holistic methods of design/build programs, MFD 2 is a survey 
that bridges the gap between construction materials and design sensibility. 

Authors Victoria Ballard Bell and Patrick Rand have revisited the format of 
their award-winning first volume and present sixty new case studies of 
materials put to imaginative use by today’s brightest architects. Bell and 
Rand introduce each material type—glass, concrete, wood, metal, plastic, 
and masonry units—with new text describing its history and significance.

Contemporary practice calls for new insights into the use of materials, and 
industries have made new materials and processes available for designers to 
use as they address emergent objectives. 

Architect, Design CorpsVictoria Ballard Bell
Dan Rockhill, Studio 804 and Rockhill+Associates:
The breadth of projects is amazing, and the clarity with 
which they are presented is perfect. What I like most is 
the conviction with which the design quality has been 
maintained with an equal nod to the technical aspects 
that bring great design to fruition. It is rare that I am so 
taken by a publication that I jump from my chair!

Choice magazine:
This volume is effectively a survey of projects focusing 
on various material types as being prevalent in the final 
design solution. The projects selected are recent, come 
from around the world, and present the most up-to-date 
use of the specific materials chosen.

ArchiDose Blogspot:
The fous is on educating students. The projects vary 
greatly in terms of geography, appearance, and how 
they creatively use their respective materials.  The 
main consistency is a scale, as the buildings range 
from a one-room pavilion in Basel to a seven-story 
office building in Copenhagen.  This points to the fact 
that small buildings offer room for experimentation with 
materials, since their scale does not require as great an 
investment as, say, a skyscraper, stadium or airport.
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As architecture and design programs throughout 
the world break out of the classroom and adopt 
the holistic methods of design/build programs, 
MATERIALS FOR DESIGN 2 is a survey that bridges 
the gap between construction materials and design 
sensibility. Authors Victoria Ballard Bell and  
Patrick Rand have revisited the format of their 
award-winning first volume and present sixty new 
case studies of materials put to imaginative use  
by today’s brightest architects. Bell and Rand 
introduce each material type—glass, concrete, 
wood, metal, plastic, and masonry units—with 
new text describing its history and significance. 
Accessible case studies highlight recent advances 
in design and construction around the world—from 
a wooden church in Finland (JKMM Architects) 
and hand-crafted bamboo huts in Thailand (TYIN 
Tegnetsue Architects) to a bank encased in a glass 
shroud in Denmark (Schmidt Hammer Lassen 
Architects) and a museum faced with thousands of 
multicolored ceramic rods in Germany (Sauerbruch 
Hutton). In a materials landscape that constantly 
changes to meet the demands of contemporary 
designers, MATERIALS FOR DESIGN 2 is an up-to-
date guide to the best and most exciting materials  
at their disposal.

VICTORIA BALLARD BELL is a licensed architect, 
with master’s degrees from the University of  
Virginia in both architecture and urban planning.  
The recipient of the Alpha Rho Chi medal for 
leadership, scholarship, and service, she was  
also a Frederick P. Rose Fellow. Ballard Bell 
practices in Raleigh, North Carolina, where she  
also blogs on beautiful materials for modern  
design at www.materialsfordesign.com.

PATRICK RAND, FAIA, is a Distinguished Professor 
of Architecture at North Carolina State University, 
where his research focuses on the relationship 
between design and construction technologies.  
He has won many teaching awards and was named 
by Design Intelligence as one of the nation’s 30 Most 
Admired design educators in 2013. Rand maintains  
a small architecture and consulting practice.
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Material selections are among the most significant decisions an architect 
makes, yet they are often not addressed early in the design process.  With 
the advent of integrated design and production, the relationship between a 
project’s aesthetics and its materiality has never been more immediate or 
important.  This book shows many extraordinary projects in which design, 
materials, and fabrication processes are fully integrated.

Materials for Design 2 aims to inspire the designer to discover how an idea 
or a concept can be made tangible with the use of a material.   This book 
engages the physical and technical properties of materials, but also their 
impact on design choices.  It searches for resonance between the facts of a 
material with the construction details, and with the overall building design.
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